Species loss: a crude view of climate
We contend that Sean Maxwell and colleagues' analysis of risk factors for biodiversity loss should have included a more nuanced view of climate change (Nature 536, 143-145; 2016) .
For example, the authors seem to rely too much on extreme climate hazards in assessing climate threats to biodiversity. They also overlook the fact that the extinction-risk criteria for species on the IUCN Red List often fail to capture risks from climate (see, for example, W. B. Foden et al. PLoS ONE 8, e65427; 2013 
Mobile networks aid weather monitoring
Competition over the bandwidths used by mobile phones and timecritical weather transmissions is only part of the story (see Nature 535, 208-209; 2016) . In fact, mobile networks are themselves becoming an important tool for monitoring the weather.
Because weather conditions reduce the strength of radio signals transmitted by commercial microwave links in cellular networks, they can act as a virtual environmentalmonitoring facility. For instance, commercial cellular data are already being used to track precipitation, fog, near-surface moisture (see, for example, N. David et al. Bull. Am. Meteorol. Soc. 96, 1687 -1698 2015) 
Nourish as well as feed the world
The report released last week by the Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition warns that only a response comparable in scale and commitment to that directed against HIV/AIDS and malaria will be sufficient to meet the challenge of changing food systems (see www.glopan.org/ foresight).
Our independent experts used modelling and trend analysis to scrutinize diets and food systems and how these could change by 2030. Three billion people from 193 countries now have poorquality diets, and populations in nearly half of all countries are increasingly experiencing serious under-nutrition that is coupled with weight gain and obesity. We find that the risk posed by poor diets to mortality and morbidity is now greater than the combined risks of unsafe sex, alcohol, drug and tobacco use.
As director of the Global Panel's secretariat, I have worked closely with the panel in producing this report, which recommends that food systems should be repositioned from feeding people to nourishing them. Action must go beyond agriculture to encompass trade, the environment and health, harnessing the power of the private sector and empowering consumers to demand better diets. Nutrition, London. sandy.thomas@glopan.org The authors are really referring to a limited range of species that are mainly of interest to conservationists, which could be called 'conservation biodiversity' . The biodiversity that supports global primary food production and a host of other industries, from pharmaceutical bioprospecting and engineering biomimetics to biological pest control (see, for example, go.nature.com/2croaxv), might then be classed as 'production biodiversity' .
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Production biodiversity is enormous and irreplaceable. It constitutes at least 90% of all species -predominantly invertebrates (such as pollinators) and microbes. It harbours most of the planet's chemical, genetic and metabolic diversity.
Global assessment of conservation biodiversity is crucial. But it must acknowledge the greater part of biodiversity on which humanity depends, or the very word 'biodiversity' risks losing its scientific, economic and social meaning. Andrew Beattie Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. andrew.beattie@mq.edu.au 
